CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A dowel, comprising: 

a dowel component having at least one longitudinal slot and formed with a 

cylindrical internal thread; and 

a spreader screw for threaded engagement in the internal thread of the 
dowel component, 

wherein the internal thread has at least one expansion zone defined by a 
thread diameter which isjconstantly smaller than a thread diameter of the 
spreader screw, and wherein the expansion zone has a thread pitch which is 
the same as a thread pitch of the spreader screw. 


2. The dowel of claim 1 , wherein the spreader screw has a length which is 
shorter than an overall length of the internal thread. 

3. The dowel of claim 1 , wherein the spreader screw has a nominal diameter 
which corresponds to a nominal diameter of the internal thread outside the 

\ expansion zone. 

4. The dowel of claim 1, wherein the expansion zone is tapered toward an 
associated end face of the dowel component. 
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The dowel of claim 1 , wherein the dowel component has a pocket extending 
in an axial direction over a major portion of the internal thread outside the 


expansion zone. 



The dowel of claim 5, and further comprising a coupling piece for placement 
in the pocket, wherein the dowel component has at least^onejire^ bore, 
extending from^outside, to the pocket, for treaded engagement of a safety 
screw which interacts with the coupling piece. 

The dowel of claim 6, and further comprising a fastening screw for threaded 
engagement into the coupling piece, wherein the fastening screw has a 
thread diameter which corresponds to a thread diameter of the internal 
thread. ^ 

The dowel of claim 1 t wherein the expansion zone extends substantially 
over an entire length of the dowel component. 

The dowel of claim 8, wherein the dowel component has opposite ends, 
each formed with at least one longitudinal slot, wherein the longitudinal slot 
of one of the ends of the dowel component and the longitudinal slot of the 
other one of the ends of the dowel component are disposed in offset 
disposition and partially overlap one another. 
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10. The dowel of claim 9, wherein each of the ends of the dowel component has 
two such longitudinal slots. 

11. The dowel of claim 10, wherein the longitudinal slots on each side directly 
oppose one another. 

12. The dowel of claim 10, wherein the longitudinal slots are disposed in evenly 
offset disposition. 

13. The dowel of claim 8, wherein the expansion zone has opposite ends, at 
least one end formed as an entry zone defined by a thread diameter which 
corresponds to a thread diameter of the spreader screw. 

14. The dowel of claim 1, wherein the dowel component has opposite ends, 
each end including a said expansion zone. 

15. The dowel of claim 13, wherein the expansion zone has an end distal to the 
entry zone, wherein said end of the expansion zone has an inside surface 
which flares outwards. 
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16. The dowel of claim 13, wherein the expansion zone has an end distal to the 
entry zone, wherein said end of the expansion zone has an inside surface 
which is straight and defined by a diameter which corresponds to a minor 
diameter of the internal thread. 

17. The dowel of claim 13, wherein the dowel component has an outer surface 
in the area of the entry zone, wherein the outer surface is provided with a 
profiled marking. 

1 8. The dowel of claim 1 , wherein the dowel component has an outer surface 
formed substantially with an external thread. 

V 
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1 9. A dowel/ comprising: 

a first dowel component having at least one longitudinal slot and formed with 
an internal thread; 

a second dowel component having at least one longitudinal slot and formed 
with a internal thread; 

a fastening screw intended for threaded engagement in the internal thread of 
the first dowel component and in the internal thread of the second dowel 
component; 

a pair of spreader screws, one spreader screw intended for threaded 
engagement in the internal thread of the first dowel component, and the 
other spreader screw intended for threaded engagement in the internal 
thread of the second dowel component, 

wherein the internal thread of each of the first and second dowel 
components has at least one expansion zone defined by a thread diameter, 
which is smaller than a thread diameter of the spreader screw, and wherein 
the expansion zone has a thread pitch which is the same as a thread pitch of 
the spreader screw. 

20. The dowel of claim 19, wherein the expansion zone is tapered at one axial 
end thereof. 
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The dowel of claim 19, and further comprising a coupling piece, wherein the 
second dowel component has a pocket extending in an axial direction 
inwardly of the expansion zone and receiving fthe] coupling piece for 
interaction with a safety screw to secure the first and second dowel 
components in place. 

The dowel of claim 19, wherein each of the first and second dowel 
component is formed with axial slots to define radially deflectable segments 
for pressing against a confronting wall of the handles, when the spreader 
screw is moved into the expansion zone. 


22 


